
TENNESSEE’S  
RUBBER AND PLASTICS INDUSTRY 

 
 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Employment (Thous) 34.3 34.5 34.6 35.4 33.5 33.3 33.5 34.0 34.3 34.5 
% Change 1.83 0.75 0.31 2.17 -5.35 -0.62 0.71 1.33 0.88 0.71 
           
Output ($Millions) 1,856 1,914 2,035 2,089 2,120 2,150 2,171 2,200 2,232 2,269 
% Change 17.17 3.13 6.32 2.65 1.50 1.41 0.99 1.31 1.47 1.62 
           
Avg. Wage ($Thous) 32.3 32.3 33.5 34.4 35.0* 37.1* 37.4*    
% Change -1.9 -- 3.7 2.7 4.4 6.0     
           
New Projects:           
Number of Projects 6 7 14 14 7 8 6    
Investment ($Mil) 8.2 10.0 180.8 113.4 60.1 24.4 43.3    
New Jobs 460 675 1,238 1,083 645 380 585    
           
Expansions:           
Number of Projects 70 92 75 79 58 63 74    
Investment ($Mil) 128.6 146.2 180.6 179.8 238.8 154.9 211.9    
New Jobs 969 1,871 1,342 1,110 750 1,102 2,034    
           
Exports ($Mil) 348.1 824.7 875.8 931.0 878.0 929.5 998.7    
% Change 25.6 136.9 6.2 6.3 -5.7 5.9 7.4    
*Average wage based on NAICS. 2003 data projected from 1st quarter 2003 data. 



EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION 
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TOP TWENTY EMPLOYERS 
 

Company City County Employees 
Eastman Chemical Co. Kingsport Sullivan 4,700 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. Union City Obion 3,200 
Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. LaVergne Rutherford 1,859 
Bridgestone/Firestone Inc. Morrison Warren 900 
Kantus Corp. Lewisburg Marshall 802 
Bates Acquisition Lobelville Perry 800 
Rubbermaid Home Products Maryville Blount 600 
Haywood Co. Brownsville Haywood 500 
Lear Corp. Dayton Rhea 500 
US Fence Inc. Bulls Gap Hawkins 500 
Mark IV Automotive Lexington Henderson 425 
Hutchinson Sealing Systems Church Hill Hawkins 400 
Cabal Americas Shelbyville Bedford 375 
Eaton Corp. Hohenwald Lewis 370 
ICG Holliston Church Hill Sullivan 360 
Carlisle Tire & Wheel Co. Clinton Anderson 350 
Honeywell Friction Materials Cleveland Bradley 350 
LDM Technologies Inc. Franklin Williamson 350 
Plastic Industries Athens McMinn 325 
Hart & Cooley Inc. Jackson Madison 310 



 


